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? Job xaxvii. 14.—" Stand still am VONOIA the wondrous works of God,” 
: J = , 


To those-awho, have at all studied, the character and history of Infidel- 
ity, itis a remark, which needs little proof or illustration, that a want of 
patient consideration of the wondrous works of God, has ever been one 
of its most prolific sources, . Hence it was the laudable design of the 
venerable founder of these Lectures, to check so far as was possible, the 
prevailiug spirit of unbelief, and to foster and extend the principles of 
piety, by having exhibited annually in two public discourses, the “ great- 
ness and the goodness of God,’’ 

The subject of the present discourse is, the greatness of God, which 

it will be our aim’ to illustrate, by a. consideration of his wonderful works, 
in Creation, Providenee, and Grace. . 
I. In all our inquiries into the nature of the Deity, it becomes us to 
carry with us that spirit of conscious weakness which is impressively 
taught in the Janguége of Zophar the Naamathite# in the Book of Job. 
“Canst thou. by searching find ont God? O@nst thou find out the 
Almighty to perfection? It is as high ‘as Heaven, what canst thou 
do! Deeper than Hell, what.canst thon know? The measure thereof 
is longer than the »Earth!..and broader than the Sea?” But yet 
within the assigned Jimit, within the~ reach of..our finite facul- 
ties, there is amply enough:to convince the» most. sceptical, to instruct 
even the most learned, to awaken the adoration of the pious, and to 
excite the gratitude of even the most lukewarm. 

And. vain would be the hope of embodying im the compass of a single 
discourse, moré than a small part of what may be highly ivieresting in 
any one of the topies suggested. All thatcan be at present attempted, is 
au imperfect analysis of the subjects for consideration, leaviug it-to your 
own minds to fill it up at leisure. 

To comprehend fullys ov rather as fully. as with our finite faculties we 
may, the Greatness of (rod, exhibited inthe Work of Creation, we must 
take into view, the mumber, vastness, completeness, beauty, execllency, and 
harmony of the objects, which His wisdom planned, and lis word spake 
into existence. . 

Ist. Consider the number of the created works of God? Who hath 
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yet been able to count them? Countless as they seem, who can venture 
iv affirm, that the one millionth part of them are known to man? To 
classify and enumerate the objects which are-comprebended inva single 
branch oft Natural History, proves, not unfrequenily, the laborious work 
of an entire life; and yet when science is about to. fold her.arms in’ the 
hope that, her work is‘completed, her survey accurately and perfectly 
finished, some hardy and adventurous pioneer, by extending the outposts 
of discovery, brings to light so novel and numerous a seties of facis, as 
serves entirely to disarrange her previous system, and falsify her former 
caleulations. How can we hope then, ever to enumerate the whole yast 
sum of Gods created works? We speak of the sands of the sea-shore, 
the drops of the ocean, the stars of the firmament when we would convey 
the idea of infinite number—but, what are each‘or.all of theseyin com- 
parison with the multitude of created obiects?—each of those grains 
of sand is as a mountain, each of those -dreps is as an ‘ocean, to 
hundreds of organized species of- liviug creatures, with whieh the 
microscope has made us acquainted, whilst on the other hand, the 
telescope informs us that each of those stars is the centrevof a system, 
as vast, as compreheusive, as teeming, perhaps, with animated beings, as 
that, of which our planet forms.a very small part. 

And then, if we would rise still higher, if borne upon the wings of Reve- 
lation, we would soar to the uppermost world, du rhe nthe the sub- 
hime Angelic hosts which surround the’ throne of God; ‘ten thousand 
times teu thousand of thourands,” is the number by which the beloved 
disciple, who, in prophetic vision, was permitted to beheld them, at- 
tempted feebly #0 represent the countless host. Well, therefore, may we, 
in this imperfect view of the multitude of created things, exclaim with 
the Psalmist, ‘OQ Lord bow manifold are thy works!, In wisdom hast 
thou made themall; the Earth is’ fall of thy riches. So is. this great 
and wide Sea wherein are things creeping innumerable.” 

2d. Consider too th® rastiess of God’s created works! The traveller who 
strains his sight to beh@ld the lofiy pinacle of St. Peters at Rome, or the 
massive bulk of the Egyptian pyramids, is filled with wonder at the con- 
ception, whichgesigned, and the power which completed such stupend- 
ons monuments gf man’s power over matter. ; 

But who ae insult the Deity by placing these even though an hund- 
red fold magnified, into the comparison with the vastness of His wonder- 
ous. works. A témple! A-pyramid! The continents which hold them! 
The earth which contains those continents! The Svlar System whiclrcon- 
tains that Earth! these, vast as each’may appear by itself, are, all taken 
together, but as nothing compared in grandeur with that/System of 5ys- 
tems, which constitutes, as science reveals to us, the Universe of God's 
creation, The mind staggers at the effort to embrace so immense a0 
idea. Its faculties, used to measure objects by their own finite standard, 
are. bewildered with amazement at the thoaght which must be piled 
upon thought, and the conception which must be joined to conception, ere 
it can raise itself to the basis of so stapendous a structure, And yet, when 
by the utmost effort of conception, we have formed something like the 
image of a amiverse, as superior in vastness to our world, as that weer 
tothe dust of the balance, who shall say that that universe itself is not 
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the insignificant part of some still: grander and more. comprehensive sys- 
tem? Science says nothing asto the limits of ¢reation. © With becoming 
modesty, she speaks only of what.she knows; and, Knowing nothing of 
the borders of the Universe, she retases to define them. Revelation says 
nothing. Content with teaching us our duty and our destiny, it settles 
nothing definitely as to the extent of Jehoval’s) creation. Speeu- 
lation, too, bold and busy as she is, rebuked by hy errors of which 
she has beén often convicted when intruding ithe hidden things of 
God, ventures not to deny, that for aught she knows or can Conjecture, 
the most vast and stupendous Universe of which man jean conceive, forms 


bat an inconsiderable part of the created works ta Well, therefore, 










does it become us, the lowest in the scale of bis intelligent creatures, to 
offer from our hearts the sublime aspiration of the’ 
lypse, saying, “ Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, 
and power, for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are 
and were created.” . 

3d. Consider too, the completeness of the works of creation. They 
all bear the stamp of a Divive hand, ‘They need no yarnish to cover 
their blemisheg,.no dimness of light to hide their defects. The more 
closely they are scanned, the more minutely they are examined, the 
more perfect and complete do they appear. 

In all human mechasism, the nicety and completeness of individual 
parts, are almost necessarily sacrificed tothe genera! effect of the whole. 
The elaboration of the minuter sections ot a complicated work, is found 
not only unnecessary, bit geverally, mpossible. How surprising, then, 
is the lavishness of attention which God has displayed, in the complete- 
ness and perfection that may be found in all of his works. Even the 
most insignificant, those too small to be seen by man’s unaided eye, 
exhibit, when inspected by the help of Science, the Same traces of care- 
ful and minute attention, which are so perceppible in the grander and 
more striking. If it excites our wonder, that man, the lord of this 
earth, is so finished and complete in the structure of his frame, how 
greatly should. this wonder be magnified, when we. discover, in. the 
insect that crawls beneath his feet, nay, even in the smaller animalcule 
that escapes his naked vision, a perfeetness, not only similar, but equal 
in its kind, 

4th. But consider the beauty of the works of creation. Our very ideas 
of beauty are derived from the contemplation of nature, and yet, not 
unfrequently, our finest aud loveliest conceptions fall very far short of 
reality. What forms, of man’s conception, can compar in gracefulness 
and beauty, with those of nature’s moulding, which tread the earth, or 
utter in the air, or flit through the paths of the’sea ? What colours, of 
human mixture, may vie with those which compose the Rainbow, and are 
variously and beautifully transfused through every department of Inani- 
mate as well as‘Animated Natare. What more.beautiful in itself, while 
It is the medium without which all beauty of form would be hidden, all 
loveliness of hue entirely lost, what moré beautiful in itself, as well as 
in its effects upon other objects, than, this primeval Light, .“‘ Offspring of 
eaven first-born,” which, bursting into existence at Jehovah's word, 


diffuses its genial and resplendent influence through al! creation. 
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Who that; with an eye to mark, and a heart to feel, anda mind to 
comprehend, the grand -yet simple loveliness of nature, has beheld 

"a ——the sweet approach of even or morn, | 

Or sight of vernal bloom, or summer’s fose,” * © 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine,* 
without at times adoring the greatness*of that Eternal Creator, who 
formed all thiigs, wisdom only, bat in matchless beauty... 

5t .. Consider too, ellency of the works of Creation. How admi- 
rably each and all are adapted tu the purposes for which they seem to 
have been designed! » All that man is able to do in this respect, is to 
imitate the arrangements of nature.’ His happiest anid most useful inven- 
tions seem to be “ellliieo wed from the originals set before him by the 
hand of God, and even his most skilful and wisest contrivances, are 
awkward and inefficient ip comparisou witl those which are displayed 
in the strueture and habits of the commonest created’ being. In fact, 
the bulk of human inventions, are built upon hints drawn fromthe ob- 
servation of created objects. All that science can do is to put (so to 
speak) Nature to the torture, and wring from her by experiment, the 
revelation of those laws and arrangements, which prevail’ in her do- 
minion. How infinitely great, then, is the wisdom of that Being, who 
ordained those laws, and established those arrangements ! 

6th. Consider too, the harmony of the works of ¢reation, What Unity, 
amid so numerous and seemingly discordant a mass of elements! What 
Order amid’so various and independent a host of agents, instinet with 
life and motion! And this not the result of fortuitous circumstances, 
not the temporary effect of an adroit, yet short-lived policy, butthe very 
end of a wisely ordained, and perfectly administered system. The 
harmony of creation is. the necessary result of laws stamped by the 
Creator's hand‘upon each of the innumerable objects which sprung forth 
from its zioulding touch. ‘To feel the blessing of this harmony, we 
need but advert to the consequences of its supposed absence, in a few 
obvious cases. 

, if the Creator’s hand, which hurled yonder ‘planets into their 
wonderful orbits, and. set them their prescribed limits, had not framed, 
or moved them in harmony with the surrounding system. What chaos, 
what desolation, what a concussion of worlds, had been the almost instant 
consequence ! 

What, if harmony had not been established by the Creator between 
the natural elements! What, if instead of coalescing, and uniting in 
the joint composition and sustenance of all things, they had been per 
mitted to wage fierce and perpetual warfare? How soon had convul- 
sion shattered to atoms the creation, which God himself had approved 
as good. How inconceivable then, the greatness of Him, who added to 
the intrinsic excellence, and beauty, and grandeur, of his perfect works, 
a principle of harmony, so essential to their very being. 

7th. Nor must it be forgutten, that all of these “ wondrous works 
of God,” were made from xothing. He is, in the strictest sense, the 
Creator of all things.. The materials were not at band, and only com 
pounded and moulded into form and being. No! the very materials, 

~~ _ * Milton’s Paradise Lost. b. 3, 1. 42. 
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the very elements themselves, the very atoms, in their simplest, rudest, 
original state, were actually created by his almighty power. The first 
particle of matter, which sprung ‘into‘existenee, was the work of his 
creative energy. Ob how amazing, how iuvcomprehensible, that energy! 
It baffles the intensest exertion of ove minds. e know pot, we cannot 
know, fully, what creation means, for man cannot create ; all, that we 
may d» is, of materials already existent, to mould new forms, and elicit 


—at his word the universal creation sprung from Nothing ! 


as displayed in the. work of creation ; that. this creation sprung forth at 
His Word. What an astonishing exhibition of his power is this! In- 
tense, constant, persevering labour, is the only way known to man, for 
accomplishing mighty and difficult works ; but, lo! “God said;let there 
be Light, and there was light.” “‘ The world was. framed by the word 
of God,”* “And all the hosts of the Heavens by the breath of his 
mouth ;"t “ For he spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it 
stood fast.”*f ! , 

9th. Nor may we forget, that the design of creation originated with 
God alone. How much do men pride themselves upon priginality of 
mind! How jealous of the authorship of great and successful schemes 
for human melioration! Yet how rarely is anything likea truly origin- 
ating genius to be met with! How few human_plans, are wise and 
judicious, are, in reality, the scli-codalided devices of any single mind. 
The utmost that man can do, is to follow, in all of his designs, the 
schemes that are displayed in nature, and one individual suggesting ene 
hint, and a second another, which are, perhaps, modified and improved 
by others, is the history of almost alt the best and noblest undertakings 
of man. How profoundly then, shoald we adore tie depth of that infi- 
nite wisdom which, in its own secret council planned, and, without 
external aid or suggestion, originated the magnificent scheme of ere- 
ation. Well did holy Job express his views of the unaided wisdom of 
God, by the question, “ Shall any teach God knowledee ;” and; sub- 
limely doth the Lord vindicate bis claim to originality ef design, im the 
following striking passage : ‘‘ Where wast thou when fF laid the founda? 
tions of the earth? Declare if thou hast understanding. Who hatl laid 
the measare thereof, if thowknowest? Or who hath stretched the line 
upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? Or who 
hath laid the corner stone thereof; when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy ”’|| 

Il. But the greatness of God claims our adoring admiration, not: only 
as displayed in the work of creation, but also in that‘all-controlling, all- 
sustaining Provideace, by whose constant, though. mysterious ageney, 
all thiags have been preserved. To one who has observed the incessant 
tendency ta decay, inherent in all the works and arrangements of man, 
the seiedken and poweref God, as manifested in the petpetual preser- 
vation of his creatures, appear scarcely less worthy of admiration, than 
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served, itis only by the same creative power that first made them; and 
* Heb. xi, 3. . t Psa. xxxiii, 6. t Psa. xxiii, 9. Job xxxviii, 4. 


new properties of matter. But Jehovah! the great, the infinite Creator> 


8th. And this too, shouid expand our ideas of the greatness of God, ? 


the original creation. Indeed, every hour zhat these works are pre- - 
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analogy must convince us, that the Being who superintends and rules 
the universe, can only be that “High and holy One, who inhabiteth Rter. 
nity,” by whom all things were made. 7 
- “To obtain a: fuller view of the greatness of God in the works of 
Providence,. " 

Ist. We must consider, the minuteness, as well as the number and vast. 
ness, of the objects to be sustained. [If it fills us with wonder, that our 
Earth is so regularly supplied with light and heat, and air and water ; 


and that man, its chief proprietor, is so rarely in any of its various regions 


or climates, left unfurnished with the means of necessary sustenance: 
If it excites our amazement, that even the “ young lions which roar after 
their prey,” Should seek their meat from God; and that all the beasts 
of the forest, and birds of the air, and fishes that move in the paths of 
‘the sea, “should wait upon Him, that he may give them their meat in 
due season,” these feelings cannot but be greatly increased, .when we 
perceive that beings, too minute to be seen, but which swarm innumer- 
ably around us, are furnished with systems, which must be as constantly 
sustained, and digestive organs, which must be as agreeably exercised, 
-and mouths, which must be as regularly filled, and appetites, which must 
be»as incessantly satisfied, by the bounty of a superintending Provi- 
dence, as those of man himself, who, alone endowed with a mind to 


_ thank God for these blessings, most frequently perverts them tahis 


ruin, © | 7 vn 

- 2d. When we consider the variety of the nature and habits of the 
creatures, dependent on the good providence.of God for preservation ; 
the greatness of that power and wisdom, which yields so readily, and 


» lavishly, and regularly, to all, the infinitely varying means of subsistence 


that their different necessities demand ; is suited to elicit a éonfiding 


‘Jove, even from the heart of an Atheist. 


3d. And-this must strike us still more forcibly, when we regard the 


* chain which connects together all the creation of God, in mutual de- 


pendence upon each other for sustenauce. What, if the sun withheld 
his heat and light: what, if the clouds refused their fatness; what, if 
the earth denied her increase : what, if man withheld his toil: what, if 
the beast refused his labour: what, if the ocean withheld her offspring: 
what, if the winds shut up their breath? Where would be this teeming 
throug of life which animates creation ? -Haw beneficent then, how 
bounteous, that greatness which su wonderfully sustains this chain of 
animate and inanimate existence! Who would not exclaim with the 
Psalmist, “ Thou openest thy haud, they dre filled with good: ‘Thou 


*hidest thy face, they are troubled: Thou takest away their breath, they 


die and teturn to their dust: Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are 
created : And thou renewest the face of the earth.”* 
IL. Bat the branch of ‘our subject, in which, L-trast, all of us, my 


- hearets, feel the deepest, nearest interest, yet.remains for considera- 


tion : The greatness of God, in the work .of eEmMPTiIoON. For man 
alone, of all God’s creatures, (so far as we knoW,) was Redemption de- 
vised and accomplished. By the unfallen of Heaven, if was not needed. 
To the fallen, though their need was as. great as ours, it was not youch- 


* Ppa. civ, 28, 29,30... 
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safed. From the lower creatures, no moral obedience was required ; 
and therefore no sin could attach to their conduct, and no redemption 
from its power atid’ penalty‘could be necessary. How pecuhar then, 
should be our adoration and love of that. Divine Being, whose ness 
has so peculiarly. interposed for our salvation. Let. angels, who need 
not, sit devils, who will not, and brutes, who ‘cannot, adore God for 
the glories of Redes, Yas to do him homage. But we, fallen, and 
that forever, but for Him who died to raise us: guilty, and eternally 
condemned, but for the atouing sacrifice: sinful, ad eyer prove to 
wickedness, but for Almighty grace: Oh may we never cease to 
exalt the grandeur of that work, whereby we have been redeemed ; but, 
even while on earth, let us strive to catch. the spirit of the new song, 
which, in the heavenly temple, is hymued before the Lamb. “ Thou 
art worthy ! for thou wast slain, and bast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred and tongue, and people and nation, and 
hast made us‘unto our God kings and priests.” 

To form any thing like an adequate idea of the greatness of man’s 
redemption, is Hopeless, while in the flesh, “for even the angels,” we 
are told, “ desire to look into these things.” Yet love and gratitude 
permit us not to leave the. task unattempted; and to, assist us in the 
effurt, we must take into view—The degraded and miserable condition 
from which Man was 7escwed :. The wonderful and efficacious means by 
which this was accomplished: and, The secure, and happy state which 
he now partially enjoys, and to which he is hereafter certainly destined. 

Ist. Consider the degraded condition from which Man was redeemed. 
“Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit 
whence ye are digged,”¢ is the salutary@tounsel of the Lord to his 
people Israel ; and a review of the fallen state of ,our first parents, 
before redemption, is well suited, not to humble our pride merely, but 







to inspire us with. renewed gratitude. What an awful, humiliating. 


change, instantaneously blighted the moral, intellectual, physical con 
stitution of man, so soon as he had broken the just law of a holy God, 
and sinned! His wié//, had been upright, complying readily with the 
will ofhis Creator and Benefactor, choosing as heartily His commands, 


and delighting as sincerely in fulfilling them, as do the Holy Intelligences - 


of heaven. His wnderstauding had heen clear, discerning at once all 
that it became -him to know, and learning easily and perfectly all that 
God was pleased to reveal. His passions had been orderly and mode- 
rate, inclining him only to natural and virtuous actions, and leading to 
no indulgences, offensive to God. In short, upon his whole constitution, 
God's approving seal of “ good,” had been impressed. | 
But, in the evil hour, through the temptations of the evil one, he fell! 
and, behold the sad, the entire revolution! His will perverted—abhor- 
ning and opposing the of bis Ged ; choosing the evil, instead of the 
good; disobeying deliberately the Divine commands, disregarding the 
Divine displeasure; slighting the Divine favour. His Sodbvainadine, 


darkened and dimmed—confounding right with wrong ;-incapable of 

discovering the path of duty and safety ; but, either by a moral obliquity, 

ever learning and never coming to the knowledge of the truth, or, in 
* Rev. v, 9, 10. + Tea. li, 1. 
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sluggish torpidity, heeding nothing, studying nothing, comprehend; 
‘nothing. “His passions, lawless gad Mkcotelve—rushiha ( apa 
habits the most vicious and destructive ; hastening, by their 
_ gevie@®, that very doom of physical déath, which God had affi; 
artial penalty. of man’s: guilt,-and ensuring as their 
batitin that death eternal, which his merey was unwilling toi 
Such was the degraded state of fallen: mant. How boundless that 
_might, which could not only renovate and restore him; but place within 
his ‘reach, 4 destiry wherein lie would be defend ‘from ‘all future /pos- 
sibility-of temptation! “ Beloved,” saith St. John, “now, are we the 
sons of God; and it doth not yet appéar what we shall be ; “hut this we 
know, vee ar He’ stall appear, we shall be like him, for We shall see 
him as he is."* Pe ward FE Sy ta 
‘But, the state “of man was not only. legraded, bot miserable. He 
was condenmed by his own guilty, couseiénce, Which convinced 
him that shis“offence had been, voluntary, gre: 5th dying 
stings time coald only envenom, instead 6 g. He was oe 
by his Creator aud God ; and never coukl he: expect the favour of 
one, whose righteous law he had wilfully broken. “Eternity eould bring 
vo hope, for eternity was the dwelling pla¢e of God, and that God man 
had insulted and detied: <a ot see ade oe Ls 
_-He was subject to the tyranuical aud cruel do Sy Sores He 
had, of his own accord, accepted the yoke of that fiendish master, and 
‘though it galléd’as. with: fire, and fretted to the very quick, still there 
was no prospect, either iu time or ¢ternity, of hurling off its tormenting 
shackles.” S * a f > ah? 


Such was'the rds fate counted great and 


ieee ong -mén, who'should succeed in. rescuing a namber.of his 
fellow mortals, from a hopeless condition of suffering and da pi 
delight to exalt the characters and atchievements of . by whose aid 


our.country was wrested from the grasp of tyranby, and fetrieved from 
the ‘stigma of political dependence, and‘recoyered from the humiliation 
of her own. contempt ; Oh, how profoundly should we acknowledge the 
greatness of that Arm, which brought Salvation to lost Man, the Repre- 
' sentative of a countless race, in’an hour of the deepest misery, and thus 
tescied him from Satan, reconciled him to God; and restored him the 


Jost approbation of his own. cotiscience. , 
2." Bat the greatness ofGod, in the work of redemption, will he more 


apparent, when we view, the Means; as wonderful as efficacious, 
whereby it ‘was accomplished. Think of the “J igtion.of the only 
bégotten, and co-equal Som! * What a stupendous ‘mystery! “God 
manifest in the flesh, justified iti the ‘spirit, seen_of angels, preached 


unto the Gentiles, believed on inthe world, ived- up. into glory.” 
I speak pot now of the Divine compassion ompted the surren- 
ved forthe ensuing 


der of the “adorable sufferer—this must.be reserved forthe ensu 

discourse-;~but I advert only to the infinite greatness which is exbibited 

in the plan of salvation, fegatded as a system of means. How sublime, 

how -impressive thé mystery of Incarnate Deity! The Everlasting 

Word, the Brightness of the Father’s Glory, andthe express Image of 
‘ *1 John, iii,2 ~~) 
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his Person, consenting, in the eternal council of the Godhead, to divest 
himself of his Divine Glory, and assume, for man’s redemption, the form 
of guilty man. The sinless presenting himself as a sacrifice for sin. 
The holy, offering his blood asa ransom for the wicked. He, by whom 
all things were made, meekly yielding himself to the slaughter, as the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world. He, at whose 
bidding the worlds had sprung forth.* “ By the word of whose power 
all things were upheld.”t Whom all the “ Angels of God were com- 
manded to worship;"{ He, gloriously styled by the Prophet, “ Won- 
derful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace,” 
consenting to become, Jesus of Nazareth, the carpenter’s son, poor, 
friendless, houseless, despised, rejected, slandered, buffeted, mocked, 
scourged, crucified—and all this for man’s Redemption. 

And how admirably adapted was this mysterions plan, to promote the 
Divine purposes. Did the justice of God demand some atonement 
for the violated laws? Lo, the Lamb of God is slain, bearing upon his 
sacred head the sins of the world! Did guilty man ueed some strong 
assurance of God’s willingness to pardon, and receive, when penitent, 
a being so obnoxious to his wrath? Lo, the “ Blood of Christ cleanseth 
from all sin.” ‘‘ He hath redeemed us from the curse of the law.” ‘“ He 
died as aransom forall.’”’ He came into the world to save sinners, even 
the chief.” Did the holiness of Jehovah demand the perfect fulfilment 
of the very law which man had broken? Lo Christ, as the surety of man, 
hath complied with its every requirement. ‘“ He became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.” And, “as by one man’s disobe- 
dience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many 
be made righteous.”’|| Did man stand in need of some faultless model of 
human character, some illustration of the Divine perfection, in a visible 
and palpable form ? Behold in the meek and holy Jesus, an exemplar, 
sinless, spotless, complete in all of its proportions, and yet so simple, 
that all conld comprehend its excellency, so humble, that none might 
be restrained by despair, from attempting imitation. 

Think too, of the greatness of God, as displayed in the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, another essential part in the means of Redemption. Man 
needed to be informed of the bounteous and wondrous Grace of God, 
inthe promise of Redemption : and lo! from Godhead itself, the Holy 
Ghost descends, to reveal the joyous tidings! By mysterious voices, 
in nightly visions, He unfolds to the chosen Patriarchs and Prophets, the 
coming Saviour! Generation after generation lives and dies: age 
tolls upon age ere the fulness of time arrives; and God’s Spirit is 
ever inspiring some selected witnesses, to predict the glorious era, and 
furnish tokens of its approach. Holiness and righteousness, which are 
to be its chief characteristics, are enfirced and sustained among his 
chosen people, by the constant expectation of hisspeedy coming! His 
birth, his kindred, his birth-place, his death, his character, his reception, 
his sufferings, his victory, his glory, all of these are revealed by the 
Holy Ghost, as the preparation for the Messiah. At length, miracu- 
lously conceived, the Virgin-born begins his mission; and see what 


* Heb. i, 2. t Heb. i, 3. t Heb. i,7. }) Rom. v, 19. 
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miracles are wrought at his bidding, by the Holy Spirit of God. Devils 
are cast out, the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the deaf and 
dumb both hear and speak, the dead ire raised up; and feeble, igno- 
rant men, are divinely enabled to perform miracles like these, and to 
gainsay even the learned. Think ton, of the powerful greatness exhib. 
ited in the ordinary, the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit. The 
covetous publican is made the self-denying and dovened follower of a 
pennyless Lord. The rude fishermen are converted into holy and pious 
teachers. The persecuting and self-righteous Pharisee, becomes, by 
the power of Divine Grace, the patient and humble apostle. Ti. 
multitude who had mocked and derided Jesus, are numbered amon: 
his disciples, at Pentecost. The idolatrous Gentiles, become sincer. 
and spiritual Christians. Thousands, dead in trespasses and sins, are 
quickened by the Grace of the Spirit, and made to sit together in he: 
venly places in Christ Jesus.” How great, how wonderful, this agency 
of the Holy Ghost. Well might the apostle say, “ For we are bi: 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, unto good works, which Go: 
hath before ordained for us to walk in.” 

The last view of the greatness of God, in the work of Redemption 
to which I invite your attention, is drawn from the consideration of th: 
“ secure and happy state which man now partially enjoys, and to which 
he is hereafter certainly destined.” 

ist. Think of the holy security and pious happiness afforded to ou 
race, by the establishment and preservation of the Christian Church 
Feeble infancy is washed from the defilements of nature, in the bap 
tismal laver, and consecrated to God in solemn covenant, ere its 
thoughts, or actions, or words have transgressed. Childhood is taug)t 
to lisp his praises, and love his law. Youth is invited to enrol under 
his victorious banner, and resist its outward and inward foes, under the 
shelter of his impenetrable buckler. Manhood, is animated, an! 
strengthened, by His Word and holy ordinances ; while decrepid age is 
strengthened and consoled, by the bright prospects, and certain pro- 
mises of a better, and happier, and eternal world. 

For centuries too, has this Church been protected and maintained by 
his almighty power. Providence has travelled hand in hand with Pro 
phecy. The history of the World, is the history of the Church. 
Nations have risen, declined and fallen; Kings have reigned, cov- 
quered, and died ; Statesmen have counselled, prevailed, and perished. 
Many of these have opposed, and others have sustained Christianity ; 
but amid the wreck of all, the Church of God, purchased by the blood 
of Christ, and sanctified by the Holy Spirit, has gone on her steadfast 
way, conquering and to conquer; and onward she must go, winning 
new victories ; binding new kingdoms to her chariot wheels ; bowing 
new enemies to her sceptre, and displaying new trophies of love, boli- 
ness and truth, until, “ bright as the sun, fair as the moon, and term! 
asan army with banners,” she shall hear the sound of the Seventh 
Angel's trump, and the great voices jubilant in Heaven, proclaiming— 
“ The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever.”* 

* Rev. xi, 15. 
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But who shall venture to pourtray the greatness of God, as exhibited 
in the eternal destiny of man? Must | bring to your view, the awful, 
terrific grandeur of a dissolving world ? Must I bid you hearken to 
the archangel’s trump: the stupendous spectacle of the earth and the 
sea, and the mountains and the vallies, all yielding forth the dust of 
those whose bodies have been sepulchred for ages there? Must I direct 

our amazed attention to that great white throne of judgment, around 
which all will be gathered—the entire generation of man, from Adam 
to the new born infant of the “ last day?’ Must I attempt to paint the 
lofty and imposing throng of those mighty angels that surround that 
throne ; and the resplendent, glorious face of Him that sits in judg- 
ment, must I presume to unveil it? Must I remind you of those fearful 
Books, in which all things are recorded? And must I bid you listen 
to the solemn, immutable sentences! Must I strive to picture the 
wailings of those whose ears are appalled with the awful, “ Depart ye 
cursed !’”” Must I endeavour to conceive of their unutterable anguish, 
as age after age, they feel the greatness of that God whose mercy they 
had spurned, and whose law they had broken—whose cup of righteous 
anger they must drink to the very dregs? Or, shall I not rather invite 
pe eyes to the holy sanctuary above /—the Mount Zion, the city of the 

iving God, the Heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company 
of Angels, and to the general assembly and Church of the First born, 
which are written in Heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect—which the glory of God doth brighten, 
and the adorable Lamb is the light thereof? To that holy, happy place, 
the eternal abode of the righteous, the blood-washed disciples of Jesus, 
I do indeed desire to direct you, my dear hearers ; for only there, when 
our eyes shall have been couched from the films of mortality, and our 
minds freed from the gross clogs of the clayey tenement, and our spirits 
wholly, perfectly sanctified, from the corruptions of this evil world, shall 
we be able to form any thing like a complete and clear idea of the 
“Greatness of God,” or to comply with the spirit of the passage used 
as our text, “‘ Stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God,” 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 
FORE-KNOWLEDGE AND PREDESTINATION. 


Some men affirm, that foreknowledge and predestination arethe same ; 
but that knowledge, which mankind commonly designate by the appel- 
lation of fore-knowledge, is an attribute of the Deity ; whereas predes- 
tination is only an act of his power. Foreknowledge is essential to the 
nature of the Deity : rob him of this attribute, and he is no longer God, 
because it would make him an imperfect being ; and no imperfect being 
can be God. Now God is a perfect Being, and he must therefore be 
possessed of fore-knowledge. Predestination is not an attribute of God ; 
nor is it essential to his nature, that is, to his Divine nature or essence. 
It is not essential to his nature, that he should have ordained good men 
tobe happy, and bad men to be miserable, ina future state. He might, 
orhe might not, have done this: and yet it would not have preserved, 
or diminished his attributes: his being, or nature, would have been as 
perfect the one way, as the other. 
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To foreknow a thing, does not oblige it to come to pass ; but to pre- 
destinate it, does. 1f God’s fore-knowledge obliged Adam to sin, then 
God was the author of his sin; and he fell, because he could not do 
otherwise, since God foresaw he would sin, and therefore, he determined 
Adam should sin. But this would be to lay the blame on God, for it 
would have wholly deprived Adam of his freedom of will. Adam would 
no longer have been a free-agent, and a rational being, but a mere 
machine. Calvin himself confesses, that (vod’s foreknowledge lays no 
necessity on the creature to act, but he sinned because the Lord saw good, 
because he predestinated he should sin, and so forfeit his origina] righteous- 
ness. Calvinists, as they style-themselves in modern times, do there. 
fore differ from their master: while he makes an essential distinction 
between foreknowledge and predestination, they blend them together, 
and confound things which are in their very nature distinct, and do es- 
sentially disagree. 

Let us be careful, while we strive not to divide or put asunder what 
God has joined together, we do not unite or put together what he never 
intended should be united and put together. Much of our religious 
happiness, and the comforts we tes from the Christian faith, depend 
on our keeping up a proper distinction in theological terms and ideas. 
It is also this which will prevent our being carried about by every wind of 
New Doctrine, and preserve us steady against the cunning craftiaess of 
such men.as lie in wait to deceive. No title can more properly be ap- 
plied to new doctrines, than the epithet, wind. Wind is often tempes- 
tuous and ruinous; so are new opinions and doctrines. A wind tears 
up trees by the roots, destroys buildings, and sometimes removes the 
very soil itself, which leaves cavities in the earth, that are afierwards 
entirely useless to the owner ; so do new doctrines, as it were, tear up 
from our understandings the branches of Christian knowledge ; destroy 
the temple of God in the human breast, and make the very heart of the 
weak believer, to become like an empty cask, or the excavated earth, 
which can produce nothing to profit afterwards. SENEX. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


PROPOSED CATECHISM 
To be used by the Teachers in the Religious Instruction of Persons of Colour 


LESSON IV, 


ON THE COMMANDMENTS. 
(Continued from page 262,) 

What do the last six Commandments teach you? My duty towards 
my neighbour. 

Who is your neighbour? Every human being. 

What is the sum of your duty towards your neighbour ¢ To love him 
as myself. Ley. xix. 18. Matt. xix.19. Rom. xiii, 9. 

How must you shew your love? By doing unto all men as | would 
they should do unto me. Luke vi, 31. 

But are you to feel and act in the same way to every body! No: 
am to love and help my fellow Christians most, Gal. ii. 10. 
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Whose command is it, to love the brethren? Our Lord Jesus Christ 
saith, “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one ano- 
ther.” 1 John xiii. 34. 

What does St. Jolin say of those who do so? We know that we 
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. 1 John 
iii. 15. 

How much good should you wish and try todo to every body? As 
much as I could reasonably wish them to do to me, if | were in their 
place, and they in mine. 

Is it only to their bodies that you are to do good? ‘To their souls 
too. James v. 9,10. Dan. xii. 3. 

How can you do good to their souls? By praying for them, giving 
them good advice, and, above all, by setting them a good example. 
Matt. v.16. John v.16. 1 Tim. ii. 1, iv. 12. Heb. x. 25, iii. 13. 

What is the Fifth Commandment! Honour thy father and thy 
mother, that thy days may be long in the land, which the Lord thy God 

iveth thee. 

How does this teach you to behave to your parents? Tolove, honour, 
and succour, or help, them. 

How are you tohonour them? By minding what they say to me, and 
not making light of them. 

How are you to succour them? By helping them in every way that 
Ican. Matt.xv.6. 1 Tim. v.3. Eph. vi. 1. 

To which of” your parents are you to behave so! To both; for the 
commandment says, ‘* Honour thy-Father aud thy Mother.” 

What is a Step-parent? The husband or wife of my own parent. 

How must you treatthem? IL must honour them as my own parent. 

Why? Because God placed them in the room of my own parent, to 
take care of me. 

Are there any examples in the Bible, of children that obeyed their 
parents! Yes. The Rechabites—Joseph—Solomou—Timothy, and 
chiefly, our Lord Jesus Christ. Gen. xxxvii. 2, xlvii. 12, 1.7. Jer. xiii. 
vi. 1 Kings ii. 23. Luke ii. 51. 

What did God say in old times, was to be done to children that 
cursed father or mother? They were to be “ put to Death.” Exod. 
xxi. 17, Prov. xx. 20. : 

Is there any example in the Bible to warn you against treating your 
parents badly? Yes. Absalom rose up agaiust his father, and was slain 
for it. 2 Sam. xv 6, xviii. 14. 

What was threatened to the eye that mocked his father or his mother? 
To be picked out by the ravens and eagles. Prov. xxx. 15. 

What is God’s command to children, about obeying their parents ? 
Children, obey your parents in all things. Epi. vi. 1. Col. iii. 20. 

Suppose your pareuts tell you to steal, or to commit sin, ought you to 
doit? No: for the same God who tells me to obey them, tells me uot 
to sin, 

Suppose your father and mother are dead, or moved away from you, 
how ought you to treat these that take care of you? The same as | 
Would my father and mother, 
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What does God promise to those who keep thi 
Long life and Noe S ng Se 
Can you say the text? “ Honour thy father and mother, which js th 
first commandment with promise; that it may be well with thee 1 
thou mayest live long on the earth.” Eph. vi. 2,3. Matt. v.5, . 
Will all dutiful children live long upon the earth? God will reward 
them in this way, or some other, and better. 2 
What is that? Immortality in Heaven, the true Land of Promise 
Did our Lord Jesus love and obey his parents, when he was you ! 
Yes. St. Luke tells us he was subject to them. Luke ii. 51. ied 
What kind of a child maketh a father and mother glad? The Bibl 
says, a wise, or good child. Prov. xv. 20. F 
What should Parents teach their children? To love God, and obe 
all that are over them. Y 
How should they be taught to treat each oth 
thers and sisters ae to a 1 John iii. 11, = abe ha sha 
Are Parents only to pray for their children? No. They should pra 
with them too, morning and evening. , 
If the child be bad, what must the parents do 2 They must punish it; 
only a oe anger. Prov. xiii. 24, xxii. 15. 
Are there any other persons that the fifth comm 
to behave well to? Yoo: the “ Civil Authority.” tuck: eee 
Who are meant by the Civil Authority? Those who govern the 
Country—as the Magistrates, Patrols, Constables, &c. Rom. xiii. 1, 5. 
What is your duty to them? To honour them, and obey the laws. 


1 Peter ii. 13, 14. 
To whom does this commandment teach you to submit yourself? To 


all my governors. Titus iii. 1. 
Who are your governors? Those whom my master sets over me, as 
the overseer and driver. 
How should you treat them? With respect: obeying their orders 
and doing my work faithfully. 
How should you behave to your Teachers? I-should meet them 
regularly, at the time fixed ; | should learn well, be thankful to them for 


teaching me, and do what they say. 
Who are your Spiritual Pastors? The Bishop, and other Ministers of 


the Church. 
How should you submit to them? By joining them in Public Wor- 
ship, listening to their preaching, and behaving devoutly. 


Who else are you to submit to? My master. 
Does the Bible tell youso? Yes: God says, “ Servants, be obedient 


to your masters, according to the flesh.” Eph. vi. 5. Col. iii. 22. Tit 
ii. 9. 1 Peter nu. 18, ‘ 
What is meant by “ Masters, according to the flesh?” Masters in 


this world. Earthly masters. 
Is it only your masters you are to obey? I am to behave just the 


same to my mistress. ; 
How are you to obey them? With good will. Eph. v. 5. 


What does this forbid! Grumbling and objecting. 
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Is this wrong? Yes. God says, servants must “ not answer again.” 

it. ii. 9. 
ie does this require? That I set about my work readily. 

But suppose your master is not looking on? Still 1 must do my work 

e same. 
yhy? For God says, “Servants must not obey with eye service, 
as men pleasers.”” Eph. yi. 6. Col. iii. 22. 

How then does he say they should work? As the servants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart. Eph. vi. 6. 

If your master is a Christian, how should you feel towards him? I 
should love, and serve, and pray for him more than ever. 

Why should you behavesotohim! That the word of God, and his 
doctrine be not blasphemed. 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2. 

What does that mean? That people may not say, I do not respect 
my master, because he and I are Christians. 

Who prayed for his master? Abraham’s servant. Gen. xxiv. 12. 

But if your master is cross, and hard upon you? I must still pray for 
him, and be subject to him, with all fear. 1 Peter ii. 18. 

May youever run away? No. Onesimus ran away; but as soon as 
he became a Christian, he was willing to go back to his master, 
Philemon 

Is it right then, to harbour a runaway? No. St. Paul sent back 
Onesimus, with a letter to his master, Philemon. 

Is it hard that you should be punished for your faults?’ No. When 
ye be buffeted for your faults, saith St. Peter, ye shall take it patiently. 
1 Peter ii. 20. 

But if you do well, and suffer for it? ‘Still I should be patient, be- 
cause Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example. 1 Pet. ii. 21, 

Why should Christian slaves behave well! To shew that religion 
makes them better servants. . 

Will God take notice of your good behaviour to your master? Yes. 
The Bible says, a wise, or good child, maketh « glad father, but a foolish 
son is the heaviness of his mother. Prov.x. 1, xv. 20. 

Repeat the Sixth Commandment. Thou shalt do no murder. 

What do you mean by murder? To kill any one unlawfully. 

Does our Saviour teach any thing about this commandment? Yes. 
He says, Whosoever is angry with his brother, without a cause, or calls 
aname, shall be in danger of punishment. Matt. v. 22. 

What doth St. John say, of him that hateth his brother? He isa 
murderer. 1 John iii. 15. 

How does this make him a murderer? Because, if the bad feeling 
be in the heart, it is apt to lead to murder. 

How are we commanded to live with all men? Live peaceably with 
allmen. Rom. xii. 18, xiv. 19. 1 Cor. vii. 15. Gal. v.22. 1 Thess. v. 
13. 2 Tim. ii. 22. Heb. xii. 14. 

_ What is Jesus Christ called? The Prince of Peace. Isa. ix.6. Luke 
u. 14, 

How did he treat his enemies? He forgave them, and prayed to his 

Father to forgive them. 
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Is it right to strike back one that strikesus? No: except to save our 
lives or limbs. 

Who, must we hope, will defend us from our enemies? God: : who 
hath the hearts of all men in his hands, and who can make even oer ene- 
mies at peace with us. Prov. xvi. 17, xxi. 1. 

What does our Saviour say, of resisting evil?’ Resist not evil, but 
overcome-it with good. Matt. v.20. Rom. xii..17. 1 Pet. iii. 9, 

What of loving our enemies! Love your enemies. Bless them that 
curse you. ‘ Do “gvod to them that hate you; and pray for them that 
despitefally use you, and persecute you. Matt. v. 44 

What does the Bible say about revenge? ‘Avenge not yourselves,” 
Rom. xii. 19. P 

Who willavenge.us! God. “ V engeance is mine ; I will repay, saith 
the Lord.” Lev. xix. 18. Rom. xii. 19. 

How must we treat ourenemy? The Bible says, If hungry, feed 
him: if thirsty, give him drink. Rom. xii. 21. 

Suppose a person hates and injures us, what must we do to make him 
friendly ? We must love lim, and do him good. Rom. xii. 21. 

How did our Siviour Jesus — act, when he was reviled? “He 
reviled not again.’ 1 Pet. ii. 23. Luke xxiii. 34. Acts, vii. 60. Jude ix, 

Ought we ever to keep anger in our hearts? No. St. Paul saith, 
* Let not the sun go down upon your wrath ” Eph. iv. 26. 

What doth Sr. James say! “ Be slow to wrath.” James i. 19, 20. 

Where is anger said to rest, or stay? In the bosom of tools. Ecel. 
vii. 9. 

Who was the first murderer, and slew his brother? Cain. Gen. iv. 8, 

What does the Bible Say of murderers? They shall have their por- 
tion in the lake which burneth with brimstone and fire. Rev. xxi. 8, xxii. 


15. 1 John iii. 15. 
[s it murder for you to kill yourself? Yes, for the command is, to do 


no murder. 

Are there many ways of killing yourself? Yes, by eating or drink- 
ing too much. 

“Are there any other ways ! Yes, if I bring on sickness and death by 
living in sin, 

Suppose you agree to fight another, and kill him, what is this? It is 
murder, for I had malice. 

What then is the sum of the Sixth Commandment? Tohurt no body 
by word or deed, and to bear no malice or hatred in my heart. 

How can any body be hurt by your words? His fe elings may be burt 
by my quarrelling with him, and his character or life, by what I say of 
him. 

What is it, to hurt any one by your deeds? To hurt him by a blow, 
or by my conduct. 

How else is this commandment broken? By bearing malice or hatred 
in my heart. 

What is the Seventh Commandment? Thou shalt not commit 


adultery. 
What does this commandment forbid? Every sort of impurity. 








Jer, 


our 


vho 
ne- 


but 


hat 
hat 


S. 
‘ith 
ed 


ly 


rt 


of 


v, 





1836.] Proposed Catechism. 


Is it confined to actions? No. Our Saviour saith, * He 
on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her 4. 
in his heart. . Matt. v. 25. 

Can you break this commandment with your words? Yes: all lewd 
and filthy words are an offence against it. 

Does God forbid this in the Bible? Yes. St. Paul saith, “ Fornica- 
tion and all uncleanness, let it not be once named among you, as be- 
cometh saints; neitheir filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which 
are not couvenient.””— Eph. v. 3, 4. 

What does he mean by saying that such things are not convenient ? 
That they are very wicked. 

Should you avoid impure thoughts? Yes. Our Saviour says, “ They 
come from the heart and defile the man.”’ Mark vii. 20, 21, 22. 

Are the impure to see Godt No: none but the pure in heart shall 
see him. Matt. v. 8. 

How ought you to keep your body? In temperance, soberness and 
chastity. 

ls it a sin for 4 man to have more wives than one? Yes. St. Paul 
saith, “ Let every man have his own wife, and cvery woman her own 
husband.” 1 Cor. vii. 2, Gen. ii. 24. Mark x. 7. 

What is fornication! When persons who are not married come 
together. 

Is it wrong! Yes: it is a great sin. 1 Cor. vi. 13. 

What does it lead to? Falsehood, and jealousies, and murders, and 
loss of health. 

Does it disgrace one? Yes. It brings him to the level of the brutes 
that perish. 

What did God command the Jews to do to him who took his ee 
bour’s wife, or who lived with one who was not his own wife ! e 
was to be stoned to death. Lev. xx. 17. Deut. xxii. 22. 

What reason does St. Paul give, why we should keep our bodies 
pure? That they are the members of Christ, and temples of the Holy 
Ghost. 1 Cor. vi. 15, 19. 

When Joseph was tempted to commit this sin, what did he say to the 
wicked one that tempted him? ‘ How can I commit this great wick- 
edness, and sin against God?’ Gen. xxxix. 9. 

What doth the Bible say, of him that committeth adultery? “ He 
lacketh understanding”—or s ia fool. Prov. vi. 32. 

What is said of the house of the adulterous woman? “ It is the way 
to hell.” Prov. vii. 27. 

How will God punish adulterers? In everlasting Hell. 1 Cor. vii, 
9,10. Gal. v.19. Rev. xxi, 8, 15, 22. Eph.v. 3-5. Heb. xiii. 4. 

What people broke this commandment very much? The people of 
Sodom and Gomorrha. 

_And how did God punish them? He destroyed themselves and their 
cities with fire. 

How are you to keep clear of this sin? By praying, and striving to 
be temperate in all things. 

How else? By keeping to my business. 

GOS. MESS, VOL. XIII. 39 
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What is the Eighth Commandment? Thou shalt not steal. 

What do you mean by “stealing ?’’ Taking that which belongs to 
another, without his leave. 

When is this called robbery? Wheu the thing is taken by force. 

How do the Laws punish this? Often with death. 

And what does robbery often lead to? Bloodshed and murder. 

May you take a thing for which the owner has no use! No: that 
does not make it mine. 

What if it is a little thing, that you want, and he wont miss! No 
matter how small; if [ take it I steal. Luke xvi. 10-12. 

From what does this commandment require you to keep your hands ! 
“ From picking and stealing.” 

Is there any other way of stealing beside taking? Yes: if 1 finda 
thing, and don’t give it to the owner. Ley. vi. 1-5. 

Is there any other? Yes: if I owe another and won’t pay him. Jer. 
xxii. 13. , 

Is there any other? Yes: if I deal unfairly in a bargain. 1 Thess. 
iv. 6. James v. 4. 

Can you commit this sin without taking the thing yourself? Yes; if 
I set another to steal, and help him. 

How else? If I hide what he steals, and share with him. 

What does the Bible say of this? “ He that is the partner of a thief 
hateth his own soul.” Prov. xxix. 24. 

Is it a greater sin to steal from a parent, or master, or friend, than 
from any one else? Yes; for they trusted me, and it is deceit, as well 
as theft. 

What does this commandment require you to be? “ True and just 
in all my dealings.” 

What is the surest way of being so? To work ; trust in Providence; 
and be contented. 

What doth St. Paul say to him that hath stolen? ‘ Steal no more.” 
Eph. iv. 28. 

What else must he do? He must give back again. 

How did Zaccheus act in this case? He restored fourfold, or four 
times as much. Luke xix. 8. 

Who stole, and was desrroyed, with all his family ? Achan. Josh. 
vii. 19-26. 

What did Achan steal? Clothes and money. 

Who does St. Paul especially tell not to steal? Servants. Titus ii. 9. 

Why! Because they are very apt tv commit this sin. , 

What servant, in the Bible, stole, and was punished for it with a hor- 
rible leprosy? Gehazi. 2 Kings v. 21-27, 

Suppose you steal, and then tell a lie to hide it?’ This makes ita 
double sin, 

Where will all thieves be cast by the Lord? Into the lake of fire. 
1 Cor. vi. 10. Rev. xxi. 8. 

What is the Ninth Commandment? Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
‘ness against thy neighbour. Lev. xix. 11. Prov. xix. 9. 

What do you mean by bearing false witness ? Saying that about him 
that is not true, 
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Is it wrong to tell a lie for him as well as against him? Yes: for 
lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, Prov. xii, 22. Rev. xxi. 8. 

Is it wrong to inform against a thief, or mischief-maker, so as to have 
him punished t No. It is often my duty, so as to stup evil. 

Does the Bible tell of a good man who informed against evil doers ? 
Yes: Joseph brought his father Jacob an evil report of his brethren 
who did wrong. Gen. xxxvii. 3. 

What then does the apostle mean by saying, “Speak evil of no 
man! He means, “ wilfully, without a cause, or maliciously,” from a 
wrong cause. 

What are you taught, then, from this commandment? “To keep my 
tongue from evil speaking, lying, and slandering.” 

What is evil speaking called in the Bible? Backbiting. 

Of what doth St. Paul say backbiters are worthy ! Of death. Rom. 
i. 30, 31, 32. 

What doth the Bible say of tale bearers? “ Thou shalt not go up and 
down as tale bearers among thy people.” Lev. xix. 16. 

What is the evil of tale bearing! It leads to quarrelling, and fight- 
ing, and hatred. 

What doth St. James say about this! “ Speak not evil one of an- 
other.” James iv. 11. ¢ 

What doth he say about bridling the tongue? That if any man seem- 
eth to be religious, and yet bridleth, or restraineth not his tongue, his 
religion is vain, or false. James i. 26. 

Does he mean that we should not talk? No: but that we should not 
talk too much. 

Is there any thing else in the Bible about this? Yes. “In the mul- 
titude of words there wanteth not sin; but he that refraineth his lips is 
wise.” Prov. xii, 22. , 

What doth the Bible say about false witnesses? They shall not go 
unpunished. Isa. xxviii. 17, xliv. 25. Psa. Ixiii. 11, ci. 7. Prov. xii. 19. 
xix. 5,9. Rev. xxi. 8. 

Whom doth God say he will cut off? ‘ Him that privily slandereth 
his neighbour.” Psa. ci. 5. 

Is there any example in the Bible to warn us against the sin of lying ? 
Yes: Annanias, and Sapphira his wife. Acts, vi. 10. 

What was done tothem! They were struck down dead, with a lie in 
their mouth. ‘ 

Who is called the father of lies? The Devil. 

What will be done to liars at the last? They will be cast into the lake 
which burneth with brimstone and with fire. Rev. xxi. 8. 

Are there any examples in the Bible to lead us to love the truth? Yes, 
John the Baptist always Spoke the truth; and, of our Lord, it is said, 
“ Guile was not found in his mouth.” 

Repeat the Tenth Commandment. ‘“ Thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour’s house; thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife ; nor his servant, 
nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his a&8s, nor any thing that is his.” 

What do you mean by “ caveting ?” “* Wishing for that which belongs 
to another. 
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What doth this commandment teach you? It teaches me, “ not to 
covet or desire other men’s guods.”’ 

What is the harm of coveting! If I covet what belongs to another, | 
may be temptd to steal it, or to get it in some way ; and, at any rate, | 
become dissatisfied with what [ have myself. 

What is the first step to the sin of theft? Coveting another man’s 
goods. 

Who is a thief in the sight of God? Not him only who takes, but he 
who intends to take, and wishes to take, what belongs to another. 

Why is this? Because God looks at the heart, where the sin begins, 

What then ought you to do!  [ ought to labour,to get my living, and 
to do my duty in that state of life unto which it shall please God to call 
me; and to be contented with such things as | have. 

What doth St. Paul say about this? ‘“ Having food and raiment, I 
ought to be therewith content.” 1 Tim. vi. 8. Heb. xiii. 5. 

Suppose you wish to have something which it is lawful for you to 
have : is this coveting ! No; if I do not wish it too much. 

Suppose you wish to have something belonging to another, which he 
is willing to give or sell you: is this coveting? No; if I du not envy 
him, or wish to get it unfairly. 

But suppose you let your wish make you unhappy : is this coveting! 
Yes; for lam bid “ to be content with what I have.’’ Heb. xiii. 5. 

From whom cometh every good and perfect gift? From God. 


James i. 17. 
How then should this make you act toward God? I should look to 


him, for he hath said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 
Heb. xiii. 6. 

What was Agur’s Prayer? Give me neither poverty nor riches: 
Feed me with food convenient for me: Lest I be full and deny thee, 
and say Who is the Lord! or lest | be poor and steal.” Prov, xxx. 8,9. 

What is covetousness called in the Bible? Idolatry. Col. iii. 5. 

What doth our Saviour say of it ? “ Take heed, and beware of covet- 
ousness: fora man’s life consisteth not.in the abundance of things 
which he possesseth.”” Luke xii. 15. 

What doth St. Paul say of covetousness? “Let it not be once named 
among you.” Eph. v. 3. 

Of what doth he say the covetous are worthy? ‘“ Of Death”—that is, 
the second death, or everlasting perdition. 1 Rom, xxix. 

Can any covetous persons go to Heaven? St. Paul saith, in two pla- 
ces, that no covetous person shall inherit the Kingdom of God.” 1 Cor. 


vi. 10. Eph. v.5. 
( To be continued.) 
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NOTICE OF REW PUBLICATION. 
_ [From the Churchman. ] 

The Influence of the Female Character. A Sermon preached in Trin- 
ty Ohurch, Utica, on Sunday March \3th 1836. By Joun ©. Rupp, D. D. 
Utica, Press of Eli Maynard.—This Sermon has been published at the 
request of several ladies of the congregation to whom it was addressed, 
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and the extracts which we annex are a sufficient proof that their appro- 
bation has not been misplaced. The author exhibits the importance of 
female character, lst in domestic life, 2d in regulating the affairs of 
society, and 3d in encouraging and advancing the Christian faith; and 
he then takes occasion to enforce, as the best means of maintaining this 
importance, Ist an early attention to the establishment of sonnd princi- 
ples, 2d a careful improvement of time, and 3d an attention to study 
and judicious reading. These heads are made to embrace an amount 
of judicious and salutary counsel not often met with in the fugitive pub- 
lications of our day. 

The following extract from the third head, may be taken as a speci- 
men of the general merits of the discource ; 

“Women should be made very early to understand the great and 
leading features of the Christian faith, and the demands of the Church 
of God. It cannot be too soon fixed in her mind that every thing valua- 
ble to society, and interesting to herself, depends on the preservation 
of these principles. By the introduction of Christianity, a most impor- 
tant and happy improvement took place in favour of her sex. It is only 
by the preservation of these great truths and usages, that the benefits 
of this improvement can be retained and enjoyed. Females then are 
most deeply concerned forthe preservation of genuine religion, and 
the first duty is to know that they are not safe where this has not a 
powerful hold. Every woman therefore who would enjoy the influence 
to which she is entitled, and who would answer the end of her being 
should make it a subject of her supreme solicitude, that her whole con- 
duct should be regulated by the standard of the Gospel. Ifshe hath 
not a lively piety herself, which she ought most diligently to seek, she 
is bound te revere it in all others, and to take great care that her whole 
conduct does not offend the rules of such piety. She is bound to let 
all who approach ber understand that she venerates religion, and that 
she feels herself injured by any reflection upon its usages, that she will 
not suffer the accents of profanity to be uttered in her hearing, without 
being offended. As she would hold it an enormity to indulge herself in 
irreverent or profane expressions, so she must evince her horror on hear- 
ing them from others.”’ 

The advice given to females in regard to the benevolent operations of 
the age, is the fruit of zeal tempered with judgment. 

“In the various benevolent operations of the present day, a wide field 
has been opened for the exertion of female talent, enterprise, and use- 
fulness. Though it is not to be disguised that there may be abuses of 
that exertion, by carrying it beyond the bounds of that humility and 
simplicity which are the richest of woman's adornments, still it must be 
plain that most valuable results frequently arise from the occupations 
ofthe sex in employments like those indicated in the notice that has 
just been given from the desk.* In this way, Providence seems plainly 
to intimate that a measure of usefulness may be conducted that will, in 
@ good degree, counteract the extraordinary influence of that devotion 
to business and speculation, which in these times obviously marks the 
attention of the other sex. While therefore there may be abuses, and 


Nee notice alluded to, was in relation to the “Circle of Industry of Trinity Church 
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even dangers to the female character in such employments, it must be 
manifest that these abuses and dangers are not necessarily incident to 
such undertakings; and unless woman would fail to fill the measure of 
their most valuable influence and benefit to the world, they must, under 
the restriction of discretion, embark in these operations of the day 
that, as of the pious woman of old, it may bt said of each of them, ‘she 
hath done what she could.’ ”’ 

And the mature remarks which follow on novel reading, if allowed 
their due weight, might tend in some measure, to arrest a habit which 
requires now, more than ever, the salutary restrictions of Christian 
council. 

‘But there is a species of reading for which there is undeniably much 
attachment now, that cannot be recommended to the young of either 
sex. 1] mean the indiscriminate use of novels, which are poured from 
the press in abundant, and it is feared, most corrupting streams. That 
there may be some excellent productions in this department of literature, 
will not be denied; but the most casual observation shows, that in pro- 
portion as the young read them, indiscriminately they’loose all relish for 
more solid and profitable ‘food for the mind. These ‘works generally 
encourage a false taste, and too often‘false principles. They have been 
most destructive engines in the ruin of society, as may be seen in some 
Eur pean nations, where they have done more than the reasonings of 
philosophy, to unhinge the morals of the public. They may occasional- 
ly perhaps be read with safety by the aged and serve to help the states- 
man or phliosopher to unbend the mind from more severe pursuits. That 
they are not safe for young females, is evident from the fact, that even 
those mothers who have read most of them, wish their daughters to be 
restrained from them. Inthem a tinsel is thrown over eccentricities 
which: should never be introduced, tothe mind of females. They en- 
courage those romantic and extravagant feelings and views which inevi- 
tably 'ead to mischief, and the ruin of much individual peace and virtue, 
miy be traced to an unguarded use of this amusement, for atnusement 
it can only be called, with scarcely a probability of benefit. Let those 
books be put in the hands of women which will strengthen and enrich 
their niads, and letthe constant endeavour be to elevate the standard of 
taste and morals.” 

The whole discourse is in the best spirit of the Christian pastor, and 
in its practical bearing on the daily duties of life, may be profitably com- 
pared with many of greater pretensions, but less worth. 

—>+0 


SELECTIONS. 





SINGING BEFORE SERVICE. 
LFrom the British Magazine. } 
Sir,—The practice in many of our churches and chapels of singing 2 
the commencement of divine service,* appears to me to be contrary 1 


* Singing before and after divine service is allowed by the injunctions of Queen Eliza- 
beth; but this does not seem to justify the making of it a part in the beginning of divine 
service. . 
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what was intended by the compilers of our excellent liturgy, as well as 
destructive of those solemn feelings which the opening of the sérvice 
seems to be intended to produce. I therefore beg, through the medium 
of your excellent Magazine, to draw the attention of your clerical readers 
to the subject, and to inquire whether I am correct in supposing the 
ractice to be irregular. For two reasons 1 am inclined to think it 
would be better to refrain from it: first, itis not directed by the rubrick ; 
second, it is calculated to prevent or interfere with those feelings of hu- 
miliation and self-abasement which ought to possess the mind when the 
minister is reading those portions of the divine word which are intended 
toremind us as well of our being grievious sinners as of his precious 
promises of forgiveness, if we heartily repent and turn to him. I speak 
from experience when I say that this practice tends very much to des- 
troy that feeling of lowliness and self-abasement with which we ought 
to approach the divine Majesty, and with which it seems intended that 
in our public service we should approach him ; and | know that this evil 
is felt by many sincere worshippers in our churches. It seems to me, 
therefore, desirable to cal] attention to the subject, which is all that I, a 
layman, would presume to do. Yours, &c. A, 
UNCHURCHING. 
[From the Church Advocate.] 


There are few subjects about which more crude sentiment are cur- 
rent than this. 1 propose to show, as well ag a few words will allow, 
the extreme want of propriety in the use and sanction of the term, as it 
is countenanced by too many, who if they can agree in nothing else, can 
sometimes agree in coudemning what they call the enormous and uncha- 
ritable claims of the Church. 

For example; it is a fundamental principle of a true Presbyterian, 
that the laity cannot make a clergyman—that all ministerial authority 
isderived from the King and Head of the Church, and derived from 
Him through a regular succession of individuals, who first received pow- 
etfrom himself, and transmitted the same power to others. But this 
fundamental principle unchurches at once Congregationalists—Baptists 
—Methodists and Quakers ; who regard this succession as an idle dream, 
and who neither have, nor pretend to have it, through either bishop, 
priest, or deacon, Again, it is a fundamental principle of a true Con- 
gregationalist, that the laity alone can make a clergyman—that the vote 
ofa society electing a minister is all that is indispensable and that ordi- 
nation is by no means a necessary ceremony. It follows from this as a 
corollary, that a minister needs ordination, so far as he ever needs it, for 
every new parish he is called to: a position which the celebrated Cam- 
ridge platfarm explicitly takes, and avowedly maintains. Of course the 
Congregationalist vnchurches, sans ceremonie, the Kirk of Scotland, the 
Church of England, and every religious body in the continent, on which 
the consistorial or presbyterial scheme of appointing ministers is acted 
on. The Methodists are all wxchurched by him, with as scant punctilio. 
An established’ Church is, on the scheme of the Congregationalists a 
perfect solecism; and the churched body of Christendom at once dwin- 
iles in his view, down form millions to a few thousands in England and 
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North America. The Baptists, by one fell unsparing abscission, cut of 
from the fold of Christ all but their own diminutive sect ; for if Baptism 
be the mode of admission to the Christian Church, and immersion be the 
only mode of baptism, then ninety-nine hundredths of Christendom js 
unchurched without delay and without mercy. 

The Quakers, in one sense, are as bad as the Baptists, and in another, 
embrace ali in the compass of charity. If their hese are necessary, 
then we are all out of the Church; but if a// forms are indifferent, then 
our forms are as good as theirs, and we are all upon a level. 

Now all that is asked is, that clashing denominations, who so often 
harp upon the word unchurching, would, when they feel disposed to 
use it against Episcopalians, but just look at this edifying picture, and 
tell us who among themselves is guiltless of the sin they so delight to 
fasten upon their ‘neighbours.—And then, let him that is without sin 


among them cast the first stone. 
—$<g——_—_— 


POETRY. 


|From the British Magazine. ] 
LYRA APOSTOLICA. 


Lord, in this dust thy sovereign voice 
First quicken’d love divine ; 

I am ail thine, thy care and choice, 
My very praise is thine. 

I praise thee, while thy providence 
In childhdod frat I trace, 

For blessings given, ere dawning sense’ 
Could seek or scan his grace; 


Blessings in boybood’s marvellous hour 
Bright dreams, and fancyings strange, 

Blessings, when reason’s awful power 
(iave thought a bolder range ; 


Blessings of friends, which to my door 
Unask’d, unhoped, have come ; 

And, choicer still, a countless store 
Of eager smiles at home. 

Yet, Lord, in memory’s fondest place 
{ shrine those seasons sad, 

When looking up I saw thy face 
In kind austereness clad. 


I would not miss one sigh or tear, 
Heart pang or throbbing brow ; 

Sweet was the chastisement severe, 
And sweet its inemory now. 


Yes! let the fragrant scar abide, 
Grace tokens in thy stead, 

Faint shadows of the spear pierced side, 
And thorn encompass’d head. 


And such with loving force but still, 
’Mid life’s fierce shifting fray, 

Shaping to truth self’s froward will 
Along thy narrow way. 

Deny me wealth; far, far remove 
The lure of power or name; 

Hope thrives in straits, in weakness, love, 

faith, in this world’s shame. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Episcopal Visitation.—On Sunday, October 9, the Bishop of this Dio- 
cese preached twice, at St. Paul’s Church, Summerville, in St. George’s 
Parish ; on the LOth, at Whiteville, in St. John’s Parish, Berkley ; and 
on the 12th, at Pineville, in St. Stephen’s Parish. On the 15th October 
he preached at Totness, in St. Matthew’s Parish, and admitted to the 
Order of Priesthood, (the Rev. C. E. Gadsden, the Rev. N. B. Scriven, 
and the Rev. P..J. Shand, uniting in the “ laying on of hands,’’) the Rev. 
Richard Johnson, the minister of said Church. On Sunday the 16th 
October, he preached at the same place, and administered the sacred 
rite of confirmation to six persons. On the 19th, he consecrated, by the 
name of “ Trinity,” the Church recently erected in the village of Edge- 
field, (the Rev. Messrs. C. E. Gadsden, Shand, and Fowles, the minister 
of said Church, being present.) He also preached, and administered 
confirmation to persons. On Sunday, the 23d October, he preached 
at St. Paul’s Church, im the village of Pendleton, and administered con- 
firmation to 10 persons. On the 30th October, he preached at Christ 
Church, in the village of Greenville; and at the same place on Sunday, 
October 31. On this occasion he admitted to the sacred order of Priests, 
the Rev. C. C. Pinckney, minister of the Church, (the Rey. C. E. Gads- 
den, and the Rev. W. T. Potter uniting im the imposition of hands,) and 
also confirmed persons. On the 3d November he intended to hold 
Divine service at Winnsborough, but was prevented by a freshet from 
crossing the “ Broad River.” On Sunday, 6th November, he preached 
at Columbia, and confirmed 8 persons. On the 8th November, he ad- 
ministered confirmation, at Grace Church, Camden, to 4 persens. On 
Sunday, November 13, he consecrated, by the name of “ St. Mark’s 
Chapel,” the Church, erected at the expense of the late Charles Rich- 
ardson, Esq., in St. Mark’s Parish, Clarenden, and preached the sermon, 
(the Rev. Rector of the parish, C. P. Elliott, and the Rev. C. E. Gads- 
den, being present. He also confirmed 10 persons. ‘The journey was 
above 600 miles, and the time ef it about six weeks. 

Confirmation—The annyal administration of this sacred rite in 
Charleston, was held at St. Peter’s Church, on the 22d November. 
The whole number confirmed was 63 persons, of St. Michael’s, St. Phi- 
lip’s, St. Paul’s, St. Stephen's, and St. Peter’s Churches, Charleston. 

Society for the advancement of Christiantiy in South-Carolina.—Ata 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees, in October last, a Resolution 
was passed, to the effect, that the Clergyman who accompanies the 
Bishop on his journey, be requested to act as agent of the Society, in the 
parishes which he may visit, for the purpose of obtaining members or 
contributions. In compliance with this resolution, an address, setting 
forth the purposes and operations of the Society, was delivered at 
Summerville, Whiteville, Pineville, Totness, Edgefield, Pendleton, 
Greenville, Columbia, Camden, and St. Mark’s, (Clarendon,) and there 
was obtained an accession to the Society, of 4 life members, [4 annual 
members, and donations to the amount of $72. The acknowledgments 
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of the Treasurer will be found on another page. The whole amount 
received from subscribers and donors was, $347. Eight persons put 
down their names, who have not yet paid. Subscription papers were 
left, or agents appointed, in several parishes and villages, and it is hoped 
they will report as subscribers or donors, many persons who were not 
prepared to beco:ne such, when the subject was first brought to their 
notice. —- 


St. Stephen's Chapel.—It was consecrated on the 24th November, 
Divine Service was conducted by the Rector of St. Paul’s, Radcliffe. 
borough ; the sentence of consecration, read by the Rector of St. Phi- 
lip’s, Charleston, and the sermon delivered by the Minister of the 
Chapel. The following was the Sentenee of Consecration :— 


Sentence of Consecration.— Diocese of South-Carolina.—W hereas it pleased Almighty 
God to put it into the hearts of sundry pious Female Members of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, under encouragemrnt given thereto, by the Ministers of the same, in this 
City of Charleston, South-Carolina, to form themselves, in the year of our Lord 122], into 
a Society, having for its object, the assembling of the poor of the said Church, for the 
worship of God, according to its Liturgy, and for receiving religious instruction according 
to its doctrine; and 

Whereas by the late pious Mrs, Russell, a piece of ground was given in Guinard- 
street, on which a plaeo of worship might he erected for the purposes of the said society, 
appointing such ministers to serve it, as with the consent and approbation of the Eccle- 
siastieal Authority of the Diocese, they should deem suitable; of the Deed of which 
piece of ground, for such purpose, the Rectors of St. Michael's, St. Philip's and St. 
Paul’s Churches, of this City, were, by the pious donor, made and appointed, ez officio, 
her Trustees; and 

Whereas a house, suitable for the purposes contemplated, as aforesaid, having been 
erected on the ground so given, with the contributions of the pious and benevolent mem- 
bers of the Protestant Episcopal Church, generally, of this City, caused by their ministers 
to be collected, was, after several years use, according to its design, in the course of an 
atilicting Providence, destroyed by fire ; and it was deemed expedient to procure another 
more convenient site for another building, to be erected for the same purpose ; and 
whereas with the proceeds of the sale, by the Trustees, of the piece of land which hed 
been given as aforesaid, to the Corporation of the City, another piece of land, being 
that on which this house is placed, was procured forthe same purpose for which the 
other had been given; and 

Whereas with other contributions of pious benevolence, this house was, by the Trus- 
tees as aforesaid, caused to be erected, for the uses.of the society as aforesaid, and has this 
day been dedicated to Almighty God therefor; viz., for the assembling in religious wor- 
ship, according to the Liturgy of the Protestant ¥ piscopal Charch in these United States, 
and the religious instruction, according to its doctrine, of the Peor of the said Chureh in 
this City, and such other poor as, being stramyers or sojourners, may not be able to provide 
themselers with sittings in other places of worship, free from all expense to them, by such 
niinister or mimisters as the szid society, with the consent and approbation of the Ecele- 
siastical Authority of the Diecese, may, from time to time, appoint: 

Now, therefore, be it known to all men, that from and ever after the date of this instrn- 
ment; this house is set apart and made sacred from all other uses whatever, to be used 
and oceupied as a place of religious worship and instruciion, in the manner, and for the 
benevolent design aforesaid, and no other. 

Given this’24th dey of November, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight bun- 
dred and thirty six, in the said place of worship, known and designated as the former 
vas, in the stead of which it has been erected, by the name and title of St. Stephens 
Chapel; the Rev. Paul Trapier being the duly appointed Minister of the same; Mrs. 
Alicia Middleton, Mrs. Sarah Dehon, Miss Sarah Rutledge, Mrs Eliza R. Deas, Mrs. 
Mary W. Johnson, Mrs. Elizabeth Ryan. and Mrs. Anu Guerard, the Board of Direct: 
ors of the Protestant Episcopal Female Domestic Missienary Society, to whose imme- 
diate possession and use the building is surrendered ; and Nathaniel Bowen, Christopher 
f. Gadsden, and Christian Hanckel, Rectors of St. Michael’s, St. Philip’s, and St. Paul's 
Churches, Trustees. NATHANIEL BOWEN, 

Bishop of the P. E. Church im South-Carolina. 
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Protestant Episcopal Juvenile Missionary Socrety—The- Anniversary, 
which, by the constitution, is the day of the Annual Thanksgiving, was 
celebrated at St. Philip’s temporary Church, in the afternoon of Noy. 
17. A brief verbal Report, of the doings of the year, was made, pre- 
ceded by Divine Service, aud an address from the Rev. Mr. Spear, 
Assistant Minister of St. Michael’s Church. At a meeting of the Board 
of Managers, $150 was voted, to assist in defraying the expenses incur- 
red by the erection of the Missionary Chapel, which bears the name of 
“St. Stephen” We regret to learn that the amount collected for this 
laudable purpose, as yet, is quite inadequte ; but we trust the members 
of our Church, throughout the Diocese, will, by their generous contri- 
butions, prevent the institution from remaining in debt. 

Pinckney Lecture-—It was delivered at the appointed time in No- 
vember, and at the appointed place, by the Rev. Mr. Barnwell, the 
Rector of St. Peter’s Church, Charleston. 

Deficieney of Clergymen—The Report of an Education Society, (St. 
Ann's, Lowell,) says, the annual deficiency of Protestant Clergymen in 
the Atlantic States of our Union, created by death and disability, is 
about 300. ‘The increase of parishes creates an annual demand of about 
300 more. The number required inthe West cannot be estimated, but 
say atleast 500. Now, it is ascertained, that the number of Ministers 
ordained annually, does not exceed 400, Here, then, is a deficit of 700 ; 
and, it isadded, “ The Foreign Missionary Service will require at least 

800 a year.” (Qnere—Ought not tds service to be postponed, until 
that is better fulfilled ? 


Domestic Missions.—The judicious Editor of the Utica Gospel Mes- 
wenger, well asks, “Shall wide fields of missionary ground at our own 
deors lie without culture?) Shall our own relatives and friends, be- 
cause Providence has cast their lots thengh but afew miles from us, 
where they are deprived of the spiritual advantages that we enjoy and 
value, he told that sufficient importance is not attached to their religious 
culture to attract the regard of their brethren? Will those who are im- 
patient to reform the habits and princibles of society, allow a day of 
deteriorating morals to pass on without applying the only really sound 
remedy—the Gospel—the Church of the Gospel, working by divinely- 
appointed means ? Shall the admiration of }umanly devised schemes 
for improving the world proceed so far as to leave large sections of the 
land without that only true method which, looking through divinely- 
opened channels, relies upon that power and grace which alone can, by 
renewing and sanctifying the heart and affections, produce genuine and 
permanent reformation of morals and manners! Still the same reply— 
We have no funds for such domestic purposes. And yet how many are 
the baptized and unbaptized heathen who speak our own language and 
enjoy our free country, to whom the accents of the covenant of mercy 
and the invitations of the Church of God are strange sounds! Do Chris- 
tians desire to arrest the prozress of ipfidelity, when had theya call more 
loud than at present to pat forth the labours of love, and to spred a 
kuowlel ze of the cross t” 
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Enthusiusm in our Country.—In a late Sermon of the Rev. Mr, Cobbs 
we read “ For a long period after the revolution the character of the 
preaching that too generally prevailed, so far from commanding the re- 
spect, only served to excite the disgust of the sober, the reflecting, and 
the intelligent part of the people. ‘There was so much cant and whine, 
—such unnatural and affected manner, aud voice, and sound, and song, 
and look, and action; there was so much ridiculous pretension to spirit- 
ual illuminations, and to superhuman perfections and enjoyments; there 
was so much of the transports and rhapsodies of enthusiasm and fanati- 
cism, that religion was actually caricatured. Instead of appearing as 
something calm, sober, rational, and practical—calculated to make men 
good, and wise, and happy, religion seemed something uanatural, mys. 
tical, superstitious, ludicrous, contemptible. In order to be a Christian, 
as religion was then too often exhibited, a man had to relinquish his 
reason and judgment—to lower and degrade himself in the eyes of his 
own understanding—to give hinself up to the impulses of feeling, and 
fancy, and imagination—and in moments of high excitement to do and 
say many things which in his calmer hours he could not but be ashamed 
of and despise. In this way there has been in the minds of the people a 
gradual and a general association of idea between religion and some- 
thing that is weak, superstitious and ludicrous. ‘This association of 
ideas has come down to us in the present day, and we believe the force 
of it is felt by every man in Virginia.” * * * “ Eventhe sober and 
more moral part of the community could not sanction such a religion as 
was then too often exhibited, not so much in the fruits of a pious ard 
Christian life, as in impulses, and emotions, and feelings, and extacies. 
They could not but see that those who made such pretension to spiritual 
illuminations and to extraordinary religious attainments were, after all, 
very little improved in their moral principles and conduct; that they 
were frequently no more just, and upright, and houest, and charitable, 
and truth-telling than other people. In consequence of all these things 
there exists in this country an unnatural assoctation between religion 
aud something that is weak, childish, superstitious, and ridiculous. 

So. Churchman. 

Claims of the West.—Remoral of Ministers. —While we are glad to 
hear of devoted missionaries entering wpou that sphere of labour—of 
every young man, who, while yet uvembarrassed by a family, or un- 
fettered by the ties which restrain a man who has already formed a paro- 
chia! connection, goes in that direction—while we rejoice at the success of 
the West, there are instances in which we have felt it impossible not to 
mourn for the losses of the East. We have seen parishes which though 
small and feeble were yet prosperous, forsaken ; and extensive regions 
left desolate, The population of these regions, it is true, was sparse— 
the members of the Church few—buat they were fixed in their attachment 
—some of them wealthy—and if the prospect for a numerical increase 
was not great, it was not without promise. It might reasonably be 
expected that these few members, properly instructed in their duty, 
would contribute to those institutions which are to supply missionaries 
for the West. Ministers should remember that the income of Mission- 
ary Societies are to a very important extent made up of small sums de- 
rived from feeble parishes. Let them become ext‘nct, and the source ¢! 
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revenue is dried up, and the West is deprived of a permanent and in- 
creasing benefit. We see no reason why the East should be made deso- 
jate that the West may be supplied. A man who has settled in a parish 
before he abandons it should be assured, that by the change some gene- 
ral and permaneut benefit will accrue to the Church, greater than can 
be secured by his remaining in his present position. He should rémem- 
ber that he is bound by his profession and his office to make some sacri- 
fices for the cause in which he is emharked; and that a spirit of covet- 
ousness, of restlessness and change is abroad, and it is his duty to dis- 
countenance it, and in no way can he do it more eflectually than by his 
example. We are influenced by no want of charity in suggesting that 
in some instances there is reason to fear, that it is this seme restless 
spirit that has induced ministers to sacrifice all that they have accom- 
plished in years of labour, and immigrate tothe far West where they 
must labour for years before they can attain the position they occupied 
inthe East, and when this position shall have been gained they will find 
that they will have precisely the same difficulties to encounter which 
were deplored in another field of labour. We think that some of our 
brethren who are meditating changes, would be satisfied to remain 
where they are, if they would reflect thus. Here 1 have laboured for 
some years—a church has been regularly organized—members have 
become attached to me—I have ‘their ceufidence—I have ‘studied their 
characters, and by properly discharging my duty towards them, they 
aud their children will exert an importaat influence in the Church of 
Christ. Here too, are societies, which aid in circulating tlhe Bible, ard 
the Prayer-book and religious tracts—help the ‘Theological Sem- 
inary—increase the resources of the Missionary Society—aud assist 
pious young men in preparing for the Christian Ministry. ‘This 
is the work which my labourers have under God accomplished. 
Ifthey are left without ministerial supervision, it may all be lost. If 
motives are wauling to induce me to stay, what motives will be presen- 
ted to induce others to come.— So, Churehman. 


CONST Sie PR SES TE cS OO 
Obituary Notices. 


DIED, at his residence in Meeting-street, on the morning of Thursday, the 24th of 
November, the Rev. FREDERICK DALCH®O, M, D tor many years 
Assistant Minister of St Michael's Church, in the G7th year of his age, and the twenty- 
second uf his ministry. He was ordained Deacon by Bi-hop Dekon, of this Diocese, on 
the 15th February, 1814, and Priest by Bishop White, of Pennsylvania, on the T2th of 
June, 1818. . . : 

Although not very far advanced in life. Dr. D. had suddenly, within the two last years, 
(the effect, probably, of habits of bodily exercise, too little proportioned to those of his 
sedentary occupations) greatly declined from the capacity of active usefulness. which 
had distinguished him; and painful infirmity had made it reasonably desireable to him 
to he atrest. He died in the comfortable possession of “a religious soiy hope, and in 
perlect charity with the world.” ‘T’o the writer of this brief notice of him, he expressed 
himself aday ortwo before his death, perfectly sensible of his situation. and in the expe- 
neuce of the comforts of the Faith, which he had preached and * kept.” 

M e cannot let the name and memory of this esteemed Brother of our Ministry go 
without a record of them in our work. He was its first projector, and for several years 
with great industry, and perfect disiaterestedness, took the chief trouble of conducting t. 
on himself. The first volumes of it, contain many highly interesting, and some well 
elaborated and learned essays from his pen. We need refer, as to the latter, only to one 
series of numbers, entitled “the Ministry a Divine Institution,” and to another, “ the 
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Christian Faith.” These papers are well deserving of the attention of Theological Sty. | 
dents. For some years after declining the oilice of its principal editor, Dr. D, continued { 
to contribute to “the Gospel Messenger,” useful articles, either original or extracted: oT 
and was, to the last, warmly concerned for its usefulness and suecess. We find pleasure, . 
further, in referring to a Sermon contributed by him to our pages, which will be found a 
at the beginning of the number for June 1320, vol. 3d —It contains an ingenious and a 
imstructive exposition of the text, “ [am that Lam.” he 
Dr. Datcso did not enter early, as will be perceived from the dates we have given at 
into the Ministry. It might have been in consequence of this, (in his case, as it has been Ch 
known to be in that of others,) that he was probably less at ease in some of the duties of 1 
the Pastoral otlice, than if he had contemplated this calling on first entering into life No stre 
ene, however, under any circumstances of introduction to it, could have been more he | 
honestly devotedto the studies and duties in general, of tae Christian Ministry, than he, ltt 
or have been found more willing so to surrender hituself to it, as “ to spend and be spent” bere 
in its work. He officiated, when first aduutted to Deacon's orders, in St. Paul’s Parish, Sou 
Stono. He was afterwards, for some time, Assistant Minister of St. Paul’s Church, Rad. bes 
elifeborough ; aad ia 1319, was elected Assistant Minis‘er of St. Michael’s Church. |y fact 
this o:fice he served with great assiduity and faithfulness, until he was obliged by intr. ual 
mity to discontinue his labeurs.* During the years of his service, no one could have the 
been more diligent, vr coustant than he was, in the duty which pertained to him, or rep 
more willing to surrender every consideration of self, to the calls it made on his time ; 
and strength. ; onal 
He was aniformly and invariably amiable and obliging in his office, and the Reetor the 
with whoiw he served has been always heard to acknowledge, as well the kindness as the valu 
fidelity and ability, with winch he assisted him. Asa preacher, Dr. D. was peculiarly tian 
laborious ; never asking to be relieved from his duty, and always willing to perform that of th 
of others besides his own, when circumstances required, and permitted that he should, com 
In the cheracter of his preaching, there was a striking adherence to “ the old paths” of vel 
truth; and the esséntial doctrines of the Gospel, as heid in the Church of which he was © 
a Minister, were his fend and constant theme. Affectionate, earnest. solemn, in the — D. 
exhortation and admonition which were his duty, he always preserved the sobriety of a is 69 ve 
sound mind and a sennd faith; aud was never found to abate any thing of the claims of 7 for th 
Scriptural truth, on the attention of pis hearers, for the sake of their better favour, ora — her 
more popular estimation. He was unusually well versed in the Seriptures, and had great 
read extensively and profitably, the writings gf mostof the Divines of the Parent Church, — to th 
He was familiar with polemick theology, but not foud of controversy. Genuinely liberal, ond 
he wonld gladly have had all men such as he was in reiigious faith and sentiment; yet os te 
was charitably willing that “ to his own master,” every one, who would not believe and © weal 
think as he did, should “ stand or fall.” Towards ull who differed from him in religions © by 
things, he was kind and inoffensive ; and indeed, towards all men, of a deportment that darts 
bespoke the warmest and most anatfected benevolence of heart. —  obeart 
Dr. Dalcho was, besides, distinguishingly usefal, as a clergyman of this diocese. Inits 7 wenn 
business he bere an actively eificient part. As the Seeretary of its Convention, for many hind 
years, he executed that otlice with the greatest exactness and propriety; and as a 7 j., 
member of its standing eo:mmnitiee, he was always punctral. patient, and rigidly tenacious 7 aitsi 
of the requisitions of the Church. He cheerfully gave his time and attention to every lettin 
eall made on him to assist in its ordinations, and the preparatory exaujimations of its 7 4, 
eandidates for orders. mes | 
In the Board of Trastees for. the advancement of Christianity in South Carolina, Dr. Happ 
D. was singalarly valuable. ‘The habits of business which, before entering on the min- Wy, °,. 
istry, he hud acquired, enabled him, here, to render service, to which most of his brethren J ME those 
were uneqnral. He was never absent from the meetings of this Board, and always took 
his full share of the trouble necessary to the right conduct of its affairs.t The design a 
the Society’s Library, now so valuable, originated with him, and was by him, to a con- é 
siderable exter. carried into execution. ‘The collection of its books was begun by him. 
He freely gave them room in his own house ; and as freely and kindly took the charge of : 
themas Librarian there. until their increase made it necessary to remove them to a reo, 7 
hired as the Society’s Depository, from which they were afterwards removed to the con- 
venient permanent habitation, which was subsequently erected for its various uses, 
where Dr. D. again, as Librarian, kindly, and with little regard to the compensation 
which could be made for his time and trouble, retained the faithful charge of them until +0 
his death. - 
* He was considered, however, nutil his death, an Assistant Minister of St. Michacl’s, and received é a 






a from the Vestry as such. de 
Dr. D. was the author of two or three of the Reports of the Trastees, 
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Dr. D., we should have mentioned, was a native of the city of London. His whole 
education was, however, received m Maryland, it is believed, in the ciuy of Laltimore, 
whither he was broaght, in very ewrly lite, by a maternal uncle, under Wiese patronage 
he was reared to the medical profession. It was in that capacity that he first became a 
resident of this city. We are, however, in possession of very little imtormation of the 
early life and pursuits of Dr. D. Our coucecn with his memory, has respect only to his 
jfe and character as a Minister of the Chureh. As such we Lave written of hi, what 
we have known and experieneed. We think him entitled to be remembered in the 
Church, with gratitude aid esteem. 

The writings of Dr. D. are evideuce, not only of his industry, but of the principles he 
strongly entertained, and had weil qualified himself to defend; and ef the lively imterest 
he took in the fortanes and condition of the Clarch, of which be was amember. His 
little work on the Divinity of Ciwist, embodies, ina very convincing u anner, the Serip- 
tire argument and evidence of that great doctrine; and his History of the Church in 
South-Carolina, is the result ef a labour of investigation, evhich, in so short a time as he is 
knuwa to have employed in it, few minds could have accomplished. [tis a collection of 
ficis and docuinents, varionsly interesting, rather than a regular history of the Church ; 
and as @ book of reference, is greatly useiul. Besides the memoirs of which it consists, 
the volume contains, im its 27th chapter, an Essay on the Church, which wili always well 
repay to any inquirer, the troable of perusing ii. It is acompend of valuable information. 

Both the works of Dr. D. of which we have spoken, were transmitted to the vererable 
societies of our Parent Church, and were received by them with acknowledgments to 
the Board of our society, expressive of the sense entertained by those societies, of their 
value and importance. Fifty copies were ordered by the Society for Promoting Chris- 
tit knowledge, to be procured for them, by thei: booksellers, of Dr. Dalcho’s Evidences 
of the Divinity of Christ; and the veneiable Secretary of the society. Dr. Gaskins, in a 
communication to our Board, mentioned his work on the History of the Church, as 
‘very valuable and interesting.” 


Devarren this life. Oct. 31st, 1836, Mrs. ERUPTIAME EAMIILTON, aged 
(9) vears I montis Mrs. H wasa native of Boston, (Mass.) but had resided in this city 
forthe last thirty-six years. The many amiable qualities of this lady, had obtained for 
her the love and admiration of a nuineroas cirele of friends and acquaintances; her 
greatest earthly happiness, was, to exercise the sweet charities inculcated in the Gospel ; 
to the young she ever afforded pleasure and delight, while, to others, her kind monitions 
and sweet urbanity secured a lasting regard. She had early imbibed Christian principles 
as taught in the Protestant Episcopal Chureh, to which she was zealously atiached, and 
would remark, how happy she felt when ynemory recalled the early impressions made 
by the instructions of the Rev. Mr. Moore (afterwards Bishop) in the catechism. 
diving her residence in the city of New-York. ‘Thus was piety implanted in her young 
heart, and it never departed from her. To her naturally benevolent disposition 
were added, Faith, Hope, Hamility and Charity, exemplified in her varied life, and 
sining brightly over her last hours. For many years, disease had laid his hefd upon 
her, but there was no murmur, no impatience ; she was ready, waiting the call of 
ier master. A few days before her demise, on being asked if she feared death, Oh no; was 
ierreply; then, with great animation. she said. ‘“ For thongh ] walk through tie valley of 
tie shadow of death, I will fear no evil for thou art with me, thy red and thy staff, they comfort 
me; yes, that Being to whom I look as my Redeemer and Sanctifier, he will save’— 
Hippy that God had eaabled her to live so long among her children, who now mourn 
tie sad event that has cansed this record,* she hath passed to that world, prepared for 
those who do the will of their Lord. 


Farewell !. we shall not soon forget ; 
Although thy heart hath ceased to beat, 
Our memory warmly treasures yet 
Thy featurcs calm and mildly sweet; 
But no, that look is not the last, 
We yet may meet where Seraphs dwell, 
Where love no more deplores the past, 
Nor breathes that withering word—Farewell ! 


* One of the five remaining, and the eldest, is the publisher of this Journal. 
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EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


, ORDINATIONS., 

By thé Rt. Reo. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of the Diocese of South Carolina—On Tuesday, the 
22d Nov, 1836, in St. Peter’s Church, Charleston, Mr. Tnomas C. Dupont, an alum- 
nus of the P_E. General Theological Seminary, was admitted to the Holy Order of Dea. 
cons. Andon Friday, the 25th, the Rev. John James Hunt, of the Diocese of Georgia 
was adwitted to the Holy Order of Priests, at St. Stephen’s Chapel. ; 


REMOVAL. 
The Rev. U.M Wheeler, has been canonically teceived into this Diocese, from the 
Diocese of New-York. 


_ 


Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianityin S. C. 
The Treasurer Reports— ° 
The following Annual Members, paying Five Dollars each for 1837, viz. 
Miss A. S. Dubose 2 g Seen! . , 
Mr. C. C. Dubase ¢ 2 Stephens Parish. 
Mrs. Haskell, Mra 5. Rutledge, Mr. W. E. Haskell, 
Mrs. Wm. E. Haskell, Miss Emma Haskell, and bs. Matthew's Parish. 
Miss D. Harts. ‘ 
ev. N. B. Screven, of the Wateree Mission. 
Mrs. C. Ay Boykin, C 1 
Mrs Sa:nuel Boykin, — 
Dr. W. W. Anderson, Stateburg. 
Hon. J. P. Richardson, St. Mark’s, Clarendon. 








Lawrence P. Dawson, St. John’s Berkley, $10 for the years 1837-8. 
ALSO, 
Fifty Dollars each, from the following persons, to constitute them Life Members, riz. 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Richardson, 
Mr. Wm. 8. Thompson, i St. Magthew’s Parish. 
Mr. Charles C. Thompson, 
Also, DONATIONS from the followiag persous, viz. 
$10 Mrs. Dulles, of St. Matthews. 
2 Mrs Miles, do. 
5 Mr. W. Brooks, Edgefield. 
5 Mrs. Fitzsimons, Columbia. 
20 Mrs. McRae, Stateburg 
3 anonymous, Pendleton. 
a oe 
Mrs. J. Miles, . 
5 Mr. C. Boyle, summer ille 
_2 Mrs. Bloomingburg 
+ 5 Mrs.8. Gaillard, Pineville. 
5 Mrs. Peter Palmer, do. 
And 50 from the Ladies of St. Michael’s Charch, Charleston—composing the Read- 
ing and Working Society—to constitute the Rev. W. W. Spear a Life Member. 
———_—[—<_—— 
TO A CORRESPONDENT. 


The article signed “ C.”’ is of too abstract a character for our publication, which ie in 
general confined to articles more suitable for general reading. 


._——— § a 
ERRATA, 
In page 269, line 23 from the bottom, for “ way,” read ward. 
. * “ 13 “ for “ investments,”’ read oestments. 


«7, * 9 from top, for “ vice,” read service. 
(> By an inadvertence, owing to the absence of one of the Editors, an article which ap- 
peared in the August Number was reprinted in that for last month. 


> 
CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER. 
4. Second Sunday in Advent. 21. St. Thomas. 
11. Third Sunday in Advent. 25. Christmas Day. 
14. 26. St. Stephen. 
16. >Ember Days. 27. St. Jahn the Evangelist. 
17. 23. Holy Innocents. 
13. Fourth Sunday in Adcent. 
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